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⬝ Red wave to blue ripple. Instead of building on a solid foundation, 
Republicans will see their leads in state legislative and gubernatorial 
control diminish in 2023. 

⬝ Governors. Incumbents dominated the 36 gubernatorial races on 
Tuesday. Nevada’s Gov. Sisolak (D) is the only incumbent to lose a seat. 
Dems picked up seats in MD, MA, and AZ, while GOP flipped NV. 

⬝ Legislatures. Democrats look to have flipped 4 of the 88 state legislative 
chambers up for election on Tuesday. This includes both chambers in 
MI, MN senate, and PA house. 

⬝ Trifectas. Democrats gained 4 trifectas in MA, MD, MI, MN, while they 
also lost a trifecta in NV and GOP lost a trifecta in AZ. This will be a 
record number of state trifectas.

⬝ Supermajorities. Republicans had better news in state legislatures 
where they were already strong, picking up full supermajorities in 
Florida, Missouri, and Montana. 
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⬝ Seats Flipped. Democrats flipped gubernatorial seats in Maryland, 
Massachusetts, and Arizona. Republicans defeated the Democratic 
incumbent in Nevada. This nets Democrats +2 governor’s seats.

⬝ Incumbents Dominate. Out of 28 incumbents running for reelection 
this cycle, Nevada Gov. Sisolak (D) was the only one to lose reelection. 

⬝ Most Women Governors. Voters have elected the greatest number of 
women governors in American history. The expected total of 12 women 
governors easily exceeds the current high mark of 9. 

⬝ Totals. Republicans will maintain their lead in a 26 to 24 political split 
in governors next year. 

Governors
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Legislatures
⬝ Democratic Flips. Democrats have flipped both chambers of Michigan 

Legislature and the Minnesota Senate, providing them with two new 
trifectas. Democrats also flipped the Pennsylvania House.

⬝ Close Chambers. Lawmakers in Alaska seemed poised to form 
bi-partisan coalitions in both the house and senate next year despite 
Republican majorities. And Republicans appear to have barely held on to 
their majority in the New Hampshire House (Republicans have a 201 to 
198 edge with the last race going to a revote after a tie).

⬝ Totals. Democrats gained 4 state legislative chambers and did not lose a 
legislative chamber, something the President's party has not 
accomplished since 1934. In 2023, Republicans will control 28 full state 
legislatures, Democrats will control 19, and 3 states will have 
legislatures with split political control between chambers. 

⬝ New Faces. Incumbents in 1,048 seats were term-limited or decided not 
to seek re-election (17%). Another 230 incumbents lost primary 
elections (5%) — 70 Democrats and 160 Republicans — a 50% increase 
from 2020. 
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Trifectas
⬝ A state government trifecta occurs when a political party controls both 

chambers of the legislature as well as the governor’s mansion. 
Currently, Republicans have 23 state trifectas, Democrats have 14 state 
trifectas, and 13 states have divided government. 

⬝ Potential Trifecta Gains. Democrats gained trifectas in Massachusetts 
and Maryland after gubernatorial victories and scored another two 
trifectas by flipping the Michigan Legislature and Minnesota Senate.  

⬝ Potential Trifecta Losses. Democrats lost a trifecta in Nevada with the 
gubernatorial loss. Republicans lost their trifecta in Arizona by losing 
the governor’s mansion. 

⬝ Record Trifectas. Democrats will gain 3 trifectas net (gains in MA, MD, 
MI, MN, plus NV loss). There will be a 39 state trifectas next year. The 
highest number of one-party controlled states in modern era (since at 
least 1992).

Back to Menu

Legislative Seats Up for 
Election in 2020
5,877 seats of 7,383 total (79.6%)

http://multistate.us


Trifectas | Current Partisan Breakdown  Back to Menu

http://multistate.us


Trifectas | 2022 Post-Election Partisan Breakdown

http://multistate.us


Credit: Ballotpedia.org

12



Legislative Supermajorities
⬝ Veto-Proof Supermajorities. Currently, Republicans hold veto-proof 

supermajorities in both chambers of the legislature in 15 states, while 
Democrats have veto-proof supermajorities in both chambers of 9 
states.

⬝ Coming Up Short. In North Carolina and Wisconsin, Republican look to 
have gained supermajorities in a single chamber each but come up just 
short of gaining veto-proof supermajorities that could override vetos 
from Democratic Governors Cooper and Evers. 

⬝ Shoring Up Support. It’s less critical, but nice, to have a supermajority 
in a trifecta state. That’s what the GOP gained in Florida (both 
chambers) and Missouri (added house) and partial supermajorities in 
Iowa (senate), Montana (senate), and South Carolina (house). 

⬝ Supermajorities Lost. Democrats appear to have lost the 3/5th 
supermajority in both chambers of the Oregon legislature needed to 
pass tax measures on their own. 
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⬝ Lt. Governors. Of the 26 lieutenant governor elections this cycle, only 3 
seats have switched political parties in Massachusetts, Maryland, and 
Nevada. Most are elected on joint tickets with the governor. Voters in 
Arizona approved a ballot measure to add a lieutenant governor’s office. 

⬝ Attorneys General. Of the 30 AG seats up for election, only two flipped 
parties. In Iowa, challenger Brenna Bird (R) defeated long-time 
incumbent Tom Miller (D), who had held on to the AG seat for 10 terms 
— 40 years — the longest-serving official in that post in any state. And 
Democrat Kris Mayes appears to have captured the open Arizona AG seat 
by about 500 votes (out of 2.5 million)

⬝ Secretaries of State. Of the 27 secretaries of state up for election this 
year, no secretary of state seat flipped political control. 
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Ballot Measures
⬝ Ballot measures, more particularly the initiative and referendum 

process, allow voters in some states to take direct action to enact 
statutes and amend the state constitution. On Nov. 8, 2022, voters 
weighed in on 137 statewide ballot measures.

⬝ Reproductive Health Care. Voters approved state constitutional 
amendments to protect abortion access in California, Vermont, and 
Michigan, and rejected measures to explicitly limit abortion protections 
in Montana and Kentucky. Kansas voters rejected a measure that would 
exclude abortion procedures from protection in Aug.

⬝ Marijuana. Voters approved measures to legalize marijuana for 
recreational use in Missouri and Maryland, but rejected similar 
measures in Arkansas, North Dakota, and South Dakota. Currently, 
recreational marijuana use is legal in 19 states. 

⬝ Sports Betting. In California, voters rejected two high-profile measures 
that would have legalized sports betting in the state as well as saying no 
to a major initiative that would have increased taxes on high-income 
earners and dedicated the revenue to zero-emission vehicle incentives 
and projects as well as wildfire prevention.
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